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1- You are going to read about earthquakes. First, read the sentences and guess. Are they T (true) or F (false)?
a- The “earthquake machine” in London is very similar to a real earthquake. …
b- The worst earthquake in history occurred in Egypt. …
c- People notice all earthquakes. …
d- According to the text, animals can perceive an earthquake before it occurs. …
e- In Japan, schools teach children ways to be safe in case of an earthquake. …
2- Now read the chapter and check your answers. Correct the false sentences. You can listen to the text at: https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ohowyfcphg62qw3/AABF3I2Q1BSHkVGCQ2lpTntCa?dl=0&preview=02+Extensive+Reading+2_+Earthquakes.mp3
In London, many tourists like to visit a special ‘earthquake machine’. This allows you to stand in a room which looks like a supermarket, to see the room shaking, to hear the shelves trembling, and to feel the floor moving up and down. It is almost like experiencing a real earthquake.

A tourist may feel excited when the ground moves and tins fall off shelves. But an earthquake machine cannot match the horror of a real earthquake — the horror of seeing your normal world disappear, and the pain of seeing your family die before your eyes. Yet that is what has happened to thousands of earthquake victims through the centuries until the present day

There was an earthquake that caused the 2004 tsunami, when water flooded many countries near the Indian Ocean. But we begin with the worst earthquake disaster of the twentieth century, which hit the city of Tangshan, north-east China, in 1976. That is followed by the story of Japan’s Kobe earthquake in 1995.

Tangshan, 1976 

China has a long history of earthquakes. In fact, the first machine to measure earthquakes was made by a Chinese scientist in the second century AD. In modern times, scientists use the Richter scale, which gives earthquakes a number from 0 to 10. Every day in the world there are about 1,000 small earthquakes at level 2 that people do not notice; at the other end of the scale, one of the strongest earthquake in the history of the world, which happened in Chile in 1960, measured 9.5 on the Richter scale. 

Tangshan is about 200 kilometres east of Beijing, the capital city of China. For several weeks in the summer of 1976, strange signs had been reported in and around this busy city of 1.5 million people. In some deep wells around Tangshan, water levels seemed to rise and fall several times, and other wells began to smell of gas.

During the first weeks of July that year, animals started behaving strangely too. One family noticed that their chickens ran around wildly and refused to eat. A father reported that his family’s goldfish jumped out of its bowl! When the children put the fish back in its bowl, it jumped out again! (Perhaps animals have special ways of knowing about danger.) Towards the end of July, even more strange things began to happen. People reported that the sky was full of lights brighter than lightning, and noises louder than thunder.

However, none of these signs had prepared the people of Tangshan for the disaster that actually hit them in the early hours of the morning of 28 July 1976. 

The earthquake started 11 kilometres under the city and measured 8.2 on the Richter scale. It lasted only 15 seconds, but those 15 seconds were enough to kill thousands of people who were sleeping peacefully in their beds. Just a few hours later, there was another earthquake. This one measured 7.1 on the Richter scale—smaller than the first, but deadly. It hit the city as the Survivors were beginning to pull themselves from under the rocks and stones that used to be their homes. Many rescuers who were trying to help the first victims became victims of the second earthquake.

In those short moments, the city of Tangshan was completely destroyed. The earthquake was 400 times more powerful than the nuclear bomb that hit the Japanese city, 115 kilometres from Tangshan. Government workers who had received warnings of a possible earthquake organized tents for 200,000 people, and that is where they slept on the night of the disaster. Although 180,000 buildings were destroyed in Qinglong, not a single person died because of the earthquake.

The other story comes from a man called Ming Jiahua. When the earthquake hit, he and his friends were working deep under the ground. Frightened for their lives, they came up for air as quickly as possible. There were 15,000 people working underground on that terrible night, but only thirteen men died. That was truly wonderful — and lucky!

Kobe, 1995

Like China, Japan has always had earthquakes. To give Japanese people a better chance of surviving these disasters, they have special training in school, and new homes in Japan must keep people safe during earthquakes. Some Japanese children also enjoy earthquake computer games which give them the feeling of what a real earthquake is like!
On 1 September 1923 there was a very big earthquake in Tokyo, which killed 143,000 people. Japanese people still remember 1 September as National Disaster Prevention Day. However, neither thoughts about that disaster nor all the earthquake preparations were enough to help the people of Kobe when an earthquake hit their city in southern Japan.

At 5.45 a.m. on Tuesday 17 January 1995, when many people were still asleep, the ground began to shake. Roofs fell in, roads suddenly disappeared, and cars and houses were destroyed. An earthquake measuring 7.2 on the Richter scale had hit the city of Kobe.
The destruction was unbelievable. One train station fell into pieces, destroying many cars in its car park. A huge road simply fell down to one side. The lines of the high-speed ‘bullet train’ broke in eight places.

One fifth of the city’s population —about 310,000 people— were left homeless, 6,440 buildings were destroyed, and 6,000 people were killed.

There were many problems for the survivors and the rescuers. Many parts of the city had no water, either for drinking or for washing. Many roads were destroyed, so it was impossible at first to take food, water, and medicine to injured people. And the weather was cold! Although people were freezing with cold in some places, there were unwanted fires in other places. In fact, fire spread through many parts of the city, and destroyed as much as the actual earthquake.

There were many sad stories of death and loneliness. People heard the voice of a little girl who was trapped under a house. ‘Okaasan, Okaasan (Mother, mother),’ she called. But the calling stopped at seven o’clock: the rescuers did not arrive in time.

About one hour after the earthquake, one man was standing at a bus stop waiting for the bus to go to work. Perhaps he was hoping that if he did a normal day’s work, then life would return to normal.  But the bus never arrived.

In the late twentieth century, the Japanese people had started to believe that scientists could always warn them when an earthquake was going to hit Japan. People also felt that, after the experience of so many earthquakes, they were better prepared for disaster. In fact, it seems that scientists can never fully protect people from earthquakes and their destruction. No one can control nature.
3- Now that you have read about the two earthquakes, answer the following questions. Use COMPLETE answers.
Tangshan, 1976

a- Where is Tangshan located? Where did the earthquake begin? 

…

b- How strong was this earthquake?  

      …

c- What were its consequences? 

…
Kobe, 1995

a- Where is Kobe located? 

…
b- Was this earthquake stronger than the one in Tangshan?
… 
c- What were the consequences of this earthquake? 
…
4- Vocabulary: describe in your own words:

· The earthquake machine: …
· The Richter scale: …
· The National Prevention Day: …
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This is the end of your file. Check you have solved all the activities, save your work and send it to your teacher via email:


Ezequiel: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mrlavena7th@gmail.com" �mrlavena7th@gmail.com�


Gisela: � HYPERLINK "mailto:msgisela7th@gmail.com" �msgisela7th@gmail.com�


Florencia: � HYPERLINK "mailto:msgisela7th@gmail.com" �msflorz7th@gmail.com�


Camila: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mscamila7th@gmail.com" �mscamila7th@gmail.com�
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